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Pittsburgh is showing what happens when AI meets the real world. Across two days,  
AI Horizons brings together the people building AI and the leaders putting it to work —  
in robotics, healthcare, banking, transportation, energy, cities, education and industry. 

The question running through it all: How do we accelerate AI adoption while earning  
the trust of the people whose lives it will change?

DAY ONE  |  AI MEETS THE REAL WORLD

8:00–8:50 AM

THE MONEY BEHIND THE AI BOOM: FROM SPACEX TO THE NEXT GREAT COMPANIES
Bank of America Executive Briefing — Invite Only
How are capital markets deciding who gets to build the future? From the record-setting 
SpaceX IPO to the extraordinary capital demands of AI, robotics and infrastructure, Bank of 
America leaders unpack where money is moving — and what investors are looking for next. 

Speakers: Patrick Steinemann, Global Head of Advanced Tech, Bank of America;  
Will Allen, Partner & Co-Founder, Magarac Venture Partners

9:00–10:15 AM

AI ACCEPTANCE: TRUST IS HOW WE GROW
AI is already helping companies grow, employees work smarter and organizations 
strengthen their defenses against increasingly sophisticated cyber threats. The next  
opportunity is turning that progress into widespread adoption. A forward-looking  
conversation on how leaders can build trust, demonstrate real value and bring people 
along — and why AI acceptance may be the key to unlocking the next wave of growth.

Speakers: Joanna Doven, CEO, AI Strike Team, opening remarks; Leigh-Ann Russell, CIO & 
Global Head of Engineering, BNY; Sharon Goldman, Journalist, Founder, Ground-Level AI; 
Andrew Moore, CEO, Lovelace AI; Zico Kolter, Co-founder and Chief Scientist, Gray Swan AI

10:30–11:15 AM  

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS

NEW SUPERPOWER: AI & THE  
ACCELERATION OF DISCOVERY
What happens when AI radically  
compresses the time between scientific 
question, discovery and breakthrough?

Moderator: Niki Kapsambelis, award-
winning author & journalist

Speakers: Scot Lindsey, Senior Vice  
President & Information Officer, Eli Lilly; 
Theresa Mayer, Vice President for  
Research, Carnegie Mellon University;  
Ian Blunt, Vice President of Advanced  
Analytics, Highmark Health

BUILD TO WIN: CREATING A  
COMPANY AI CAN’T DISRUPT
If every company has access to powerful AI, 
where does competitive advantage come 
from? Entrepreneurs and investors discuss 
how leaders can move beyond “using AI” to 
build organizations designed to compete in 
an AI-native economy. 

Speakers: Sankalp Arora, CEO, Gather AI; 
Gaurab Bansal, Executive Director, Responsible 
Innovation Labs; Lindsay Fairman, Managing 
Partner, BlueTree Venture Capital; James 
Gillespie, Founder, GrayMatter and Managing 
Partner, Magrathea Advisory

11:30 AM–12:15 PM 

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS
continued 
on next page...

CITIES THAT THINK: PUTTING AI  
TO WORK FOR COMMUNITIES
Can AI make government work better?  
A practical look at using AI to improve  
decision-making, expand access to  
resources and solve problems for residents. 

Speakers: Jumbi Edulbehram, P.H.D.,  
Global Business Development, Smart Cities 
& Spaces, NVIDIA; Joe Depa, Global Chief 
Innovation Officer, Ernst & Young, LLP;  
Corey O’Connor, Mayor, City of Pittsburgh

FROM AMERICA’S OLDEST BANK  
TO AN AI-FIRST ENTERPRISE
BNY has persisted through every major 
technological revolution since 1784. How 
did America’s oldest bank reinvent itself 
for AI — and bring its workforce with it? 

Speakers: Sarthak Pattanaik, Chief Data 
and AI Officer, BNY; Rachel Lewis, Head of 
Ops AI Enablement, BNY; Adam Waksman, 
Head of AI for Builders, BNY

*Agenda is subject to change
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11:30 AM–12:15 PM 

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS 
continued...

PHYSICAL AI: TEACHING MACHINES WHAT EXPERTS KNOW
As AI moves from generating text and images to controlling robots, factories, vehicles, and 
infrastructure, a fundamental question emerges: How do we teach machines to understand 
the physical world? Unlike the digital world, where data is abundant, physical systems rely 
on decades of human experience, intuition, and domain expertise that are difficult to  
capture in datasets.

The rise of Physical AI depends on our ability to integrate this knowledge into intelligent 
systems—from engineers who understand why a machine behaves a certain way to  
technicians who can diagnose failures through subtle signals. Recent examples of  
companies bringing veteran experts back to help train AI systems highlight a growing  
realization: human expertise is not being replaced—it may become the missing ingredient 
for building trustworthy Physical AI.

This session will explore how human expertise, scientific principles, and engineering  
knowledge can be combined with modern AI to create systems that reason, adapt, and 
operate safely in the real world. We will discuss the future of human-machine collaboration, 
the value of experience in an AI-driven economy, and the role of Physical AI in shaping the 
workforce of tomorrow. 

Moderator: Alessandro Oltramari, President, Carnegie Bosch Institute; Senior Manager, 
Bosch Research 

Speakers: Pat O’Donnel, CEO, Shelfmark; Roger Nasci, COO & Co-Founder, Hellbender;
Pratik Nikam, Regional Head, business development and strategy for physical AI, Robert 
Bosch North America

12:00–1:15 PM

BUILT TO LAST. READY TO COMPETE.
Executive Working Session — Invite Only
How do large, established companies compete in an AI-first economy? A hands-on  
C-suite session on breaking through legacy systems and ways of working, accelerating  
AI adoption, and transforming culture, talent and operations without losing the  
strengths that made these companies successful in the first place. 

Speakers: Keith Ferrazzi, Author & Executive Leadership Expert;  
Pennsylvania CTOs & CHROs

12:15–1:15 PM
SEE IT. TOUCH IT. BUILD IT. — AI HORIZONS EXPO & NETWORKING LUNCH
AI moves off the screen and into the real world with live demonstrations spanning  
robotics, industrial AI, healthcare, enterprise technology and more.

1:20–1:35 PM

THE ROAD TO AUTONOMY
A federal perspective on creating the safety and regulatory framework necessary  
to move autonomous transportation forward. 

Federal Keynote: Jonathan Morrison, Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety  
Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation

DAY ONE continued...

*Agenda is subject to change
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DAY TWO | PITTSBURGH BUILDS THE FUTURE

9:00–10:00 AM

THE CHATGPT MOMENT FOR ROBOTS
Robots are learning differently. New foundation models are making it possible for  
machines to learn new physical tasks with dramatically less task-specific training.
From the Carnegie Mellon ecosystem to factory floors around the world, a conversation 
about the arrival of Physical AI — and why America’s next AI advantage may be built in 
places like Pittsburgh. 

Special Message: Senator Dave McCormick, United States Senator for Pennsylvania

Speakers: Abhinav Gupta, Co-Founder, Skild AI; Sarthak Vaish, Engagement Manager, 
McKinsey

Day Two turns to the question Pittsburgh may be uniquely positioned to answer: 
What happens when world-leading AI meets a region that knows how to build things?

*Agenda is subject to change
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1:30–2:15 PM 

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS

AUTONOMY ARRIVES: BUILDING A  
SAFER TRANSPORTATION FUTURE
Autonomous vehicles promise safer roads. 
What will it take for the technology —  
and the public — to be ready? 

Speakers: Euan Guttridge, Senior Director, 
Head of Technical Programs, Waymo;  
Darcyne Foldenauer, Executive Director of 
the Automated Vehicle Safety Consortium 
(AVSC)

WHAT IF AI TOOK ON THE  
HOUSING CRISIS?
Instead of asking what AI might disrupt, what 
if we asked what it could solve? Housing 
leaders explore how AI can attack one of the 
world’s most persistent challenges — from 
construction and financing to permitting, 
planning and affordability. 

Speakers: Bruce Katz, Senior Advisor, 
National Housing Crisis Task Force;  
Vincent Reina, Faculty Director, Penn 
Housing Initiative

2:30–3:15 PM

THE JOBS BEHIND AI: ROBOTS, ENERGY & THE PEOPLE WHO POWER IT
AI isn’t just a software story. It takes energy, infrastructure, skilled trades, factories and 
people to build the physical economy underneath it. A conversation about the jobs being 
created when AI meets American industrial might.

Speakers: Jake Loosararian, Co-Founder & CEO, Gecko Robotics; Toby Rice,  
President & CEO, EQT Corporation; Shawn Steffee, Boilermakers Local 154;  
Salena Zito, National Political Reporter

3:45–4:15 PM

PENNSYLVANIA BUILDS
A keynote on innovation, economic growth and Pennsylvania’s opportunity to lead the 
next era of American technology and industry. 

Speaker: Governor Josh Shapiro

4:15–4:30 PM AI IN HOUSING: SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

4:30–7:00 PM AI HORIZONS RECEPTION: PITTSBURGH CRAFT BEER FEST
Bakery Square Lawn featuring WAYMO Vehicles

DAY ONE continued...
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10:30–11:15 AM

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS

POWERING ABUNDANCE: REINVENTING 
ENERGY & INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE 
AI ECONOMY

Moderator: Zach Silber, Editor-in-Chief, 
Standard & Works 

Speakers: Mike Kramer; Vice President, 
Data Economy Strategy, Constellation;
Jaclyn Presnal, Vice President, Power  
Innovation & New Energy Ventures,  
Williams; Brian Guzek, Vice President,  
Operations, Duquesne Light Company; 

FROM MODELS TO MACHINES: BUILDING 
THE INTELLIGENT INDUSTRIAL WORLD 

Speakers: Peter Votruba-Drzal, VP of  
Sustainability and Customer Innovation, 
PPG; Keith Mulder, Physical AI Industry 
Executive, AWS; Anthony Matarazzo,  
Head of Physical AI, Synopsys; Keith 
Creasy, Vice President, Locomotive  
Platform Leader, Wabtec

10:00 AM–1:30 PM

PENNSYLVANIA CREATES: KIDS BUILD THE AI FUTURE
Concurrent AI + Education Experience
The next generation shouldn’t grow up simply consuming AI. They should learn to create 
with it, question it and make it better. AI Horizons becomes a living classroom as Pennsylvania 
launches Pennsylvania Creates — bringing students, educators and technology leaders 
together to explore AI literacy, creativity, critical thinking and responsible use. 

Participants: Dr. Carrie Rowe, Secretary of Education, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania;  
Steven Butschi, Director of Education, GTM, North America, Google; Bodong Chen,  
Associate Professor and Director, Wonder Lab, University of Pennsylvania; Gregg Behr, 
Executive Director, Grable Foundation; Derek Ham, Director, Carnegie Mellon Entertainment 
Technology Center; Tyler Samstag, Executive Director, Remake Learning; Erin Corrigan,  
Governor Shapiro’s Office; Leader/Contributor to Pennsylvania’s K–12 AI Framework; 
Pennsylvania superintendents, educators, EdTech leaders and middle school students

11:30 AM–12:15 PM 

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS

AI LEAVES THE SCREEN:  
INTELLIGENCE AT THE EDGE
When intelligence moves onto robots and 
machines, AI can perceive, decide and act in 
the physical world. A look at the technologies  
taking AI from software into factories, 
warehouses and real-world environments. 

Speakers: Brian Beyer, CEO, Hellbender; 
Leif Jentoft, Head of AI Solutions,  
Standard Bots; Chris Luecke, Host,  
Manufacturing Happy Hour

WHO GETS TO BUILD AI?
Compute is becoming one of the defining 
resources of the AI economy. Who gets 
access — and what happens to innovation 
when only the largest companies can 
afford to build? 

Speakers: David Meaney, Vice Provost  
for Research, University of Pennsylvania; 
Abby Smith, CEO, Team Pennsylvania; 
Samuel Reeves, Founder and CEO, FORT 
Robotics

12:15–1:15 PM SEE IT. TOUCH IT. BUILD IT. — AI HORIZONS EXPO & NETWORKING LUNCH
Live demonstrations from the companies and researchers moving AI into the physical world.

1:30–2:30 PM

CAN WE TEACH AI WISDOM?
AI can increasingly predict, reason and act. But should capability alone determine  
what it does? AI Horizons closes by tackling perhaps the hardest question of  
AI Acceptance: how we build systems that exercise judgment in an uncertain world. 

From frontier-model alignment and philosophy to predictive intelligence and autonomous 
decision-making, a conversation about whether AI can learn not only what it can do —  
but what it should do.

Moderator: John P. Slattery, PhD, Executive Director, Carl G. Grefenstette Center for Ethics 
in Science, Technology, and Law, Duquesne University

Speakers: Ben Levinstein, Anthropic, Alignment Research, Associate Professor of  
Philosophy, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Yaser Sheikh, CEO, Sooth AI, Meta 
Reality Labs former founder; Fr. Paul Taylor, President, Saint Vincent College

DAY TWO continued...

*Agenda is subject to change
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